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ABSTRACT

This studs was initiated to stimulate thought, foster a greater understanding of what constitutes ciTective civie
cducation and emphasize the potential of civic education in developing countrics and countrics in confict. Escucla
MNueva is proposed as a mode! of ellective civic education. The Escuela Nueva School will bextudied with the goal

of determining
1. How the civic learning inside the school afTects student activity outside the school

2. How Escucla Nueva schools compare to regular rural schools regarding the promotion of civic learning.

3.  How development of civic knowledge, skills and disposition influcnces the civic participation of the
graduates of the Escucla Nucva program.

All of these questions will be siudied by companing Escuzla Nueva schools with regular rural schools in Colombia.
In light of the analvsis outlined. conclusions will be mace about the suitability of Escuela Nueva as an effective

vehicle for the promotion of civic education and civic panicipation.

PURPOSE

To identify and document how students in Escucla Nucva schools compare with students in regular rural schools in
the understanding and demonstration of civic lcarning and citizenship inside and outside the classroom and aficr

graduation from the program.

RATIONALE

In Colombia. many voung children live in arcas of high conflict. where they leamn that violence and the use of force
arc the only wavs 10 sunvive. Il these voung children have low sclf-csteem and few prospocts for their future. their
value of human life and their behaviour can be deeply influenced. This can lead 10 2 violent lifestyle, as is seen in
the ever-increasing number of vouth joining terronst groups and in the youth cnme rate. The iendency lowards
violence is visible not only in the poorer communitics but alsoe in the criminal activity of the more alTluent groups.
The drug canels are an cver-present icon of Colombian socicty and the disparity in the social classes provokes
conflict on many difTerent levels. The United Nations has declared the activities of the right-wing paramilitary
groups against the guerrilla ierrorist factions a human nights violation. In a country where laws. for the most pari.
only apply to the less financially able. Colombia must loo’ for effective ways to educate its children so that they
have a true understanding of what it means to live harmoniously in socicty. The Colombian government has
recognizod the dilemma and the Ministry of Education has now made a law requinng curriculum for "oducacion
para la comvivencia® (eduecation for cocxistence). Unfortunately. evidence of this civic education is sparse in and

oulsrde the classroom,

There is ample evidence, that in all countrics, socicty has lallen short in terms of the understanding and accoplance
of the rights and responsibilitics of its members. Citizens must understand and act according 1o their rights and
responsibilitics for the mainicnance and improv cment of any constitutional democracy, Histony tcaches us that fow
countrics have maintained a democratic government for a sustained period of time. The dispositions that inform
the democratic ethos are not inherited. As Alex de Tocgueville pointed out, cach new generation is a new poople
that must acquire the knowledge. leam the skills, and develop the dispositions or trails of privaie and public

character that undergird a constitutional democracy. (Tocqueville, 1969)

Civic education should be a primary concern of cvery educational system. Cilizens must have (he requisile
knowledge. skills and dispositions to implement the fundamental values and principles of democracy, These values
should include a society in which human rights are respe:ted. the individual's dignity and worth are acknowledped.
the rule of law is observed, people are willing to fulfill th=ir responsibilitics and the common good is the concem of

all.



| propose 1o examine a sysiem of schooling that was onginally an educational innovation with the objective of
providing the full five year, basic primary cycle to rural arcas, This system, called Escucla Nueva, has been
evaluated in terms of academic achievement but not for its potential ¢fTectivencss in the area of civic education,

The questions. | would like to explore are:
How is the methodology practiced inside the school applied ouside the school?
How do Escucla Nueva schools compare 1o regular rural schools regarding the promotion of civic learning?

What 15 the effect of civic education in Escucla Nucva schools on the later civie behaviour of former siudenis?

INTRODUCTION
State of Education in Rural Colombia

Education in Latin America suffers from scrious problems. The problem is not onc of access 1o schooling which is
now almost universal cven in the isolated and sparsely populated rural arcas. The problem is one of poor quality
cducation. Both the urban and the rural arcas suller from poor quality schools but the efects are more manifest in
the rural areas. Indications that the quality in the rural schools of Colombia is nol mecting student needs arc
cvident in the high repetition rates, the high drop out rates and low scores on achicvement lests, Twenty percent of
rural children do not atiend school at all even though they have access. Dropoul rales are 18.9% aller grade onc.
14.5 % afler grade two and 13.6% aller grade three. Repetition rates in the rural schools are shockingly high. Afer
grade one, 40.8% of students arc required to repeat the vear, (McEwan: 1998)

What is Ezcucla Nucva?

Escucla Mucva. or the New School, is a rural school program that was initiated in 1975 in an c(Ton 1o address the
problems in Colombian education programs. 1t was born out of the Unitary School approach promoted by
UNESCO (United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization) in 1961, The Unitary School was
implemented in Colombia. and it was designed to: allow schools to run effectively with only one teacher. facilitale
active learning and cnable automatic promotion. The Unitary School was the program of choice until 1975, at

w hich time it became apparent that there were difficulties with the universalization of methodology. the
consisiency in programming and the excessive teacher preparation of materials, Escuela Nueva was founded to

combat these and other problems facing rural education.

Escucta Nueva integrates curricular, communily. administrative-financial and training stratcgies. (Colbert. 1992) It
provides active instruction, a stronger relationship between the school and the community and flexible promotion
geared towards the success of the rural child. It staried on two fundamental assumplions. The first was that
“improving cducational effectivencss would require creative changes in the training of tcachers, in the
administrative structure and in the relations with the community™.(Colbert. 1992) The second 15 that the program
had 1o be designed such that it could casily be replicaied and implemenicd on a wide-scale.

Escucla Nucva encourages child centered active leaming. a relevant curniculum based on the student’s daily life. a
Nexible system of promotion. a closer relationship beiwecn the school and the community . an emphasis on the
formation of democratic and participatory values and ¢fTective. practical in-service teacher Lraining strategics.

(Colbert: 1998)
What is civic education?

Civic education is instruction in sell-government which promoltes the understanding of the ideals of democracy and
instills a reasoned commitment Lo the values and principles of democracy. Civic education must be realistic and not
viopian. addressing Lhe central truths about political life. The essential components of a good civic education arc
sci forth by the National Standard for Civics and Government for the Uniled States (Center for Civic Education:
1994) and can be adapted to the Colombian siluation. The three essential components of civic education are civie



knowledge, civic skills and civic dispositions, These components are explained in detail in the literature review.

What is citizenship?

Aristotle said in his Polittes, ®Il liberty and equality, as is thought by seme, are chiclly to be found in demecracy.
they will be attained when all persons alike share in the government to the uimost®, In other words. the idcals of
democracy can only be realized when cilizens take part in the governance of Ltheir community, Citizenship is
participation in a democratic socicly which must be based on informed, critical reflection and on the undersianding
and acceplance of the rights and responsibilitics that go with that membership. (Branson: 1998) Democralic
government mcans that citizens arc actively involved in their own governance. they do not passively accept

decisions made on their behall or obey orders withoul question,

How is civic cducation incorporated into the Escucla Nucva program?

Escucla Nucva ecmphasizes co-operative learning rather than frontal, teacher centered learning. Co-operative
learning allows students 1o develop their ability to interact diplomatically, accept differences in opinion. develop
group problem-solving stratcgics. express themsclves, present new ideas, lisien (o others, give and accept
constructive criticism and work co-operatively towards a goal. Studenis are more likely 10 learn that the power of
reasen can be more cffective than physical force and thal their contribution is imporant. Escucla Nucva uses
classroom texts thal are based on active learning and focus on activitics in which the students must problem-solve,
work togelher and help cach other. Escucla Nucva encourages peer tuloring. The classes arc usually comprised of
one icacher and students from grades 1-5 in one room. Since the teacher is not available to help with every activity,

e T

the students musi lcarn 1o depend on cach other and themschves for explanations and solutions. A b
Escucla Nueva features classrooms where: ,.»:-*.‘-.--:—h- CCICH A b
® learning is cmphasized above teaching / .L,’::','i_, >
® the student is responsible for his or her own learning 8 ¥ 3
* learning is an interaclive process . N
*  (he texis are geared towards interactive and experiential learning ‘ ;1:': -
® co-opcrative learning is one of the prnincipal pedagogical methods used L C &
*  (he locus is on improving communication and problem-solving skills S '5_. <
®  parcnls are encouraged to participate in school activitics ' ‘H-.,:_ - :: s
® siudents are cncouraged to participate in the school dircction though the organization of a student
government

studenis sclf-monitor their responsibilitics such as attendance and homework while a teacher oversees the
monitoring activilics
John Dewcy suggested a similar type of svstem in which the students were best able o develop civic values:

The great thing io keep in mind, then, regarding the introductions infe the school of various forms of
aclive accupation, is that through them the entire spiril of the school is reaewed It has a chance o
affiliate itself with life. 1o become the child's habital, where he learns throvgh direcied living, insread of
being only a place fo learn lessons having an abstract and remote reference to some possible living 1o be
done in the future. It geis a chance 1o be a miniature communitv, an emhrvonic socieiv. This is the
Sundamental fact, and from this arise continunus and arderly sireams of instruction, Under the industrial
régime described, the child, after all, shared in the work, not for the sake of the sharing, but for the sake
of the product. The educational resulis secured were real, vet incidental and dependent. But in the school
the nvpical occupations followed are frecd from all economic stress. The aim is not the economic value of
the products, but the development of social power and insight. It is the liberation from narvow utililies,
this openness to the possibilities of the human spirit, that makes these practical activities in the school
allies of art and centers of science and history. (Dewex:1990)

LITERATURE REVIEW



Headlines in North America scarch for the answers 1o questions like: "What went wrong?” (TIME: 1999) when
talking about the violent tragedies taking place in schools loday. There has been a notable nise in violence in
schools over the last decade. There are many theorics aboul Lhe sociclal reasons for this rise as well as many
proposed reforms in the educational system created to combat it. Do any of these reforms really work?

Meil Postman. a modern-day social critic. supprests that education no longer has a nurrative and that humanity
needs narratives o give meaning to its labors, history, present and future. He condemns in accordance with Dewey,
the narrative of economic utilinn that our government oficn condones as the viable reason for education. Postman
declares that it is more important for schooling to address how o make a life. than how 1o make a living,

{Postman: 1995)

John Dewey criticizes traditional education saying: “The mere absorbing of facts and truths is so exclusively
individual an aiTair that il wends very naturally to pass inlo sclfishncss, There is no obvious social motive for the
acquirement of mere learming. there is no clear social gain in success thereal.” (Dewey: 1990) The shorifalls of the
schools in Dewcy's ime can be applied to today's schools as well:® In the schoolroom the motive and the ccment of
social organization are alike wanting. Upon the cthical side. the tragic weakness of Lthe present school is that it
cndcavors lo prepare future members of the social order in a medium in which the conditions of the social spiril arc
cminently wanting®.(Dewey: 1990) John Dewey proposes a theory that participatory dispositions needed by citizens
in a democracy are learncd through practice in school and communiiy,

Free institutions are among humanity’s highest achievements. They arce defended by democracy and, in order 1o
presenve democracy., civie education must come to the forefronl. The curriculum for civic education should include
training for civic knowledge, civic skills and civic dispositions. Civic knowledge is concerned with what citizens
oupht to know. In the United States. the National Standards and the Civics Framework for the 1998 National
Assessment of Educational Progress (MAEP) embodies the knowledge componenl in five significant questions

{Center for Civic Education: 1994):

o What are civic life, politics and povernment?

«  What arc the foundations of the American political sysiem?

*  How docs the governmeni established by the Constitution cmbody the purposcs. values and principles of

American democracy?
«  What is the relationship of the United Staies to other nations and to world afTairs?

=  What are the roles of cilizens in Amencan democracy?

These questions can be adapted to civic education in other countrics such as Colombia. They can be used for
primary level education. although a simplification of vocabulan may be necessary. Democracy is a dialogue and
the usc of questions reflects that democracy is a search for now and betier ways to realize ideals.

Civic skills represent the intellectual and participatory abilities necessary for students to exercise their nghts and
responsibilitics as members of sclf-governing communities, These skills are inscparable from knowledge in that. to
be able 1o critically think about a political issuc. onc musl have an understanding of the issuc, iLs history and its
contemporary relevance.(Branson: 1998) Students need to be proficicnt at applving critical thinking skills that
include identifving and describing. explaining and analyzing. cvaluating and defending positions. and making
decisions and choices on public issues. Sivdents should also be abie to distinguish cmotional language and symbols
and the true purposcs for which they are used. The development of these skills should start from a very carly age.
(Branson: 1994 Salm: 1991 Schicfelbein: 1994) Younger children can learn 10 interact in small groups or
commitlees. to pool information, exchange opinions or formulate plans of action appropriaie 1o their level of

maturity. {(Branson: 1994)

Civic disposition refers to the traits of public or privale characler essential to the maintcnance and improvement of
democracy. These dispositions develop slowly, over ime and as a resull of experience in the school, community
and family. Traits of privale character include moral responsibility, self-discipline. respect, and worth for the
human dignity of every individual. Traits of public character include: public spiritedness. civility. respect for the
rulc of law. critical mindedness. and willingness to listen, negotiale and compromise. (Branson: 1994) These trails
arc cssential 1o the presenvation of democracy. Judge Learned Hand captured the imponance of civic disposition

when he said:



Liberty lies in the hearis of men and women,; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save
it; no constitition, no law can even do much to help ir. While it liex there. it necds no constitution, no law, no

cowrd to sene #, (Hand: 1944)

The participatory classroom, which incorporates co-operative methods, fosters civie lcarning. (Jhonson v Jhonson:
1983 Schiclelbein: 1994) Rescarch has shown that in these classrooms, siudents have a more positive sensc of self

and are more able to demonstrate civic disposition and skills.

Evidence shows that formal education is onc of the strongest factors in explaining what citizens do in politics.
{Nic, 199%) Wollinger and Rosensionc argue that education docs three things. First, it increases cognitive skills,
which facilitates learning about politics. People then have the skills necessany for processing political information
and for making political decisions. Second, beller-cducated people are likely 1o get more gratification from political
participation. Finally, schools exposc students 1o a vancly of burcaucratic relationships which helps them overcome

the procedural dilficultics of regisicring and voling. (Nic, 1996)

Carole Hahn siudied panticipatony disposition of studenis in five dilferent first world countries 1o compare the civic
education in the five countrics. Her findings show that paricipatory dispositions necded by cilizens in a
democracy are learned through practice in school and community. (Hahn, 1998) -

RESEARCH DESIGN

The development of civie values is a hie-long process and in a truly democratic society all citizens should be
politically active. The results of a good civic education should be evident in students presently altending school and
long afler a student has lefl the schooling sysiem. The analysis and measurement of the extent and effect of a good
civic cducalion is a complex process and noccssitales both qualitative and quantitative data. Three questions will be
addressed and to minimize the confounding effects of using only one method. tnangulation will be employved.
Triangulation is the use of multiple and dilferemt informants, methods, investigators and theorics. (Robson, 1993)

The lack of attention from the government and absence of local management systems have resulted in the decling
of Escucla Nucva schools during the past decade. The schools that have survived are in the arcas where local
political support is strong. This is particularly tre¢ in the coffee region, including the provinces of Caldas,
Manizales and Armenia, In these arcas, siudents helped train new leachers. Escucla Nueva teachers who remained
in the arca conscienliously maintained and monitored the program and the Coffec Growers Association continually
assisted the program. The records for many of the Escucla Nucva schools in other regions have been lost or
misplaced such that it not know whether these schools presently implement the Escucla Nueva methods. For the
purposcs of this study it is also imporiant 1o identify communitics where the Escucla Nueva program has been in
operation long enough 10 have produced graduates that are now of voling age. Rescarch by the Fundacidn
Volvamos a la Gente (Back 1o the People Foundation) shows that there are about 150 communities in which
schools are still known to practice the Escucla Nueva method faithfully. These are schools which have been in
cxistence for more than 15 vears (reports will be included in thesis). Due to this limited number of schools. random
sampling of studenis in different regions will not be possible and thus gencralizations Lo the wider population in
other regions would not be statistically valid. Nevenheless. by exploring the relationships between vaniables for the
choscn sample and by comparing lindings with other rescarch, it is bopod that insight might be gained into the
influence that Escucla Nueva has on the civic davelopment of students in Colombua.

METHODS
L Sampling

A) Site Sclection

The sites to be sclected for this study will consist of 3 communitics in which Escucla Nucva schools exist and 3
geographically maiched communitics where Escucla Nueva schools do not exist. A non-probability sample will be
taken from the existing database as has been prepared over a five year period of evaluation by the Foundation
Volvamos a la Gente. This sample consists of approximately 150 rural schools which have been evaluated for



consistency with the Escuela Nucva Mcthods (McEwan, 1998). Since therc is only one school per community, the
communilies where Lhese schoals exist will be identified and a sample of 3 communitics for usc in this study will
be sclecied by lotiery, The schools will be matched geographically 1o control for factors such as access to qualified
teachers in the region, access lo malerials, student absenee duc 1o frequent crop harvests and other regional
impediments that might serve to explain the differences in the sysiems, Funher specifics of sampling methods used
for study ing each of the questions poscd in the study can be found in the section that follows.

B) Informant Selection

The informants consist of four groups: Escucla Nueva siudents, non-Escuela Nucva studenis, Escucla Nucva
graduaies and non-Escucla Nueva graduates. All of the students. in the sclected Escucla Nueva schools and
matched schools will be used in the study {there are an average of 30 students in cach Escucla Nucva schools), The
specific information aboul the number of students in regular rural schools 15 unavailible bul the pilot study will
indicate how many students atiend school in these communities. If the sample is 100 large, 2 random sample of 30
studcits in cach classroom will be selected for the intenvicws and guestionnaire and all siudents will be included in
the classroom gbservations. Twenly praduaies of voling age will be selecied lor this study from cach of the 3
Escucla Nucva communities and the non-Escucla Mucva communities, The twenty graduates will be chosen from
records available in cach schoal. In the ease where there are no records snowball sampling will be used (Robson,
1993), In snowball samipling. one graduate of the school program will help in identifving other graduates in the
community. The pilol study will help identify the wost apprapriate methed of sampling,

IL Investigators

One primany investigator and 1wo members from the Fundacion Volvamos a la Gente will conduct all infenicus
and obscrvations. All three investigators will collaborate in standardizing questionnaires. interview and

obscrvational lechniques in order 1o minimize the effects of imerpretation by the investigator and encourage
consistency. For the same reasons. all analyses of data will also be donc in collaboration, This trinngulation serves

lo minimizc confounding clTects.

111. Pilot Study

Pilot studics of all of the tools used for data collection will be eonducted using a pilot sample, This is a nocessary
step as the 10ols used for the study need to be ficld tesied because he information regarding the communilics is
searce and unforesecn situations alTecting data collection and data tools may arise. A situational analysis of the site
will be made and. based on findings during the pilol study the (ools for data collection wall be revised accordingly.

IV. Data Collection

Building on the work of previous researcher and theories, questionnaires, open inierview questions and struciured
chscrvations will be construcled, These will measure politieal attitudes. political behaviour. political paricipation,
political belicfs, classreom climate regarding [reedom of expression and indicators of democratic behaviour in the
classroom. Questionnaires and interview questions will be translated into Spanish and the level of language will be
adjusicd according to what is deemed maost appropnate for the context and (he participants. The questionnaires in
the appendices serve as cxamples of the general content that will be used in the aciual questionnaires. The
guestionnaires to be used in the study will be modified o include simpler language for the primary school studenis
and some more culturally relevant questions Examples relating to the participants real Life will be presented to
facilitate the undersianding of the intent of the questions. Many of the tools used in this study are bascd on 100ls
developed in previous studics, The original authors of these toals will be asked for permission belore this study will

procecd
A} Fully struciured intervicws:

1) The sample of 30 students in both the Escuela Nueva and the non-Escuela Nueva communities will be
interviewed using the questionnaire on classroom climaie (Appendix A) and democratic behaviour.



i) The sample of 20 graduaies in cach of the Escucla-Nucva and the non-Escucla Nucva communitics will be
interviewed using the questionnaires on political attitudes, efMicacy, trust, confidence and behaviour

(Appendix D).

B) Structured obscrvalions:

The Escucla-Nueva and the non-Escucla Nueva classrooms will be observed over a period of iwo wecks
and data will be collected using the chant devcloped for the identifving the indicators of democralic
bBehaviour (Appendix C). The investipator will record the behaviours in the chart and will write field poles
describing anomalics and other pertinent information. Codes for cach of the behaviours will be developed

for the analysis.

C) Scmi-structured inlcrvicws:

i) The sample of 30 students in both the Escucla-Nueva and the non-Escucla Nueva communitics will be
intcrvicwed using Lthe semi-struciured questionnaires on democratic belaviours and atlitudes (Appendix
B). The interviews will be avdio-recorded and transcribed verbatim,

The samplc of 20 graduates in cach of 1he Escucla-Nucva and the non-Escucla Nucva communities will be
intervicwed using the semi-struciured questionnaires on political aititudes and behaviours (Appendix E).
The interviews will be audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim.

B) A ficld dian:

Each investigator will keep a diary in order 19 record impressions from interviews and obscrvation
SCSSIONS.

V. Data Analysis:

Responses 1o questionnaire ilems and results from structured observations will be factor analvzed and item analyvses
will be performed. Means by items and scales will be compared for cach maich pair of schools and then a similar
analyvsis will be done by gender and by region. Frequency distribulions by items and correlations beiween scales
will be examined. Ficld notes from structured observations and semi-struciured interviews will be examined for
themes. Analvses will be reviewed with the interviewees as a form of member-check and 1o minimize interpretation
on the part of the investigators. Each component of the qualitative data set (ficld noles. interviews and ficld dianv)
will be analvzed to generate themes from the raw data. Meaningful data will be assigned a code to facilitate
comparisons and 1o look for causes, conditions. processes and conscquences as supgested by Hahn, (Hahn, 1998)

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

This study will deal with human subjects who will be observed and questioned. The University of Toronto Policy
states that for all investigations involving human subjects a consent form must be signed and a protocol review
must be done. Conscnt will have 1o be oblained from the schools and the individuals participating in the studv. A
copy of the consenl form is available in Appendix F in English and in Appendix G in Spanish. A copy of the leier
of conscnt from the administration is available in Appendix H. This lener will be translated into Spanish. A copy
of the protocol required by the University of Toronto is available in Appendix |
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APPENDIX A:
FULLY STRUCTURE INTERVIEW FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

Introduction
Welcome. you have been asked (o complele this questionnaire Lo help us determine whal the atmosphere in vour

classroom is like.

Have your parcnis signed a consent form?  Yes No
(IF the answer is no. the interview should be iermmaied as consent MUST be oblained)

Code identilving participant

Pleasc answer the questions by indicating whether you

I - strongly disagree with the statement. 2 - disagree, 3 - arc neutral, 4 - agree. 5 - sirongly agree

(M.B. in the actual questionnaire the language will be simplified and specific examples of political, economic and
social situations in the classroom and community will be provided so that the responscs can be properly

conicxiualized)

SD |D N | A |SA

Cr leachers respect our opinions and cncourage us 1o express them,
In this class pupils arc cncouraged to make up their own minds aboul issucs.

In our classes teachers tny (o get students to speak freely and openly,

Pupils can express themselves freely even when they are disagrecing with the
tcacher,

When my opinion is dilTerent from most of the other students and from the
teacher. | fecl comfonable and am likely 1o speak.

I enjov listening Lo the opinions of others.

In our classes we oflen discuss controversial, political. cconomic and social issucs.

In our classes we usually lcarn about more than one side of a political issuc,

Our teachers arc inleresied in students' ideas about politics and povernment and
like to hear what we have 1o sav.

In our classrooms we are encouraged to consider many points of view on issucs.

Studenlis arc interesied in hearing other stedenis opinions aboul politics.

It is important for evervone to be able (o express an opinion.

The content of some opinions is morc important than that of others.

If someone is cxpressing an opinion that is contrary 1o the belicls of most of the
people in the class. | think they should be stopped.

Some people’s opinions arc morc important than others.

{Scale developed by Carole Hahn (1995) and adapied by Jenny Pit)



ATPENDIX B:
SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW

lniroducuon:
Welcome, vou will be asked some questions about your political activitics and alliludes i1 your school and your

community. as well as some question regarding what veu think shout democracy in Colombia and some of the

actions of your governmenl,

Have your parcnis signed a consenl form?  ves o No _
(IT the answer is no. the intervicw should be tlerminaled as consent MUST be oblaincd)

Code identilyving participant

Political activitics and attitudes in school (adapied from the Center for Civic Education. 1994 Ochoa. 1995)

1) Arc vou a member of your student govcrment?

2} How do you think a member of the student povermment should act?

1) How do yvou (or would you act)?

4)  What are the advantages of being on the student government?

5} What arc the disadvantages of being on the student government?

6)  How should the student government affect the school community”?

71 How should the student government affect the larger community?

£) Do you think the student government is 3 good or a bad thing lo have? Why?
%) How is the studenl governmeni responsible to the school community”

1) How is the studenl government responsible Lo the larger communin?

11) Do vou think the student government lives up to ils responsibalities? Explain your answer.

Citizenship in the community {adapied from the Center for Civie Education. 1794 Ochoa. 1995)

1y What nghts de people have ?

2} How can vou help vour community?

%) What actions on your part would hurt your community?

4) Whal is a leader?

5)  What responsibilities do leaders in a community have?

6) What should people do il they disagree”

7} How do communitics decide on the best solutions 1o their problems?
%) How can cilizens help solve the problem of violence in Colombia”

Government (adapied from the Center for Civic Education, 19942 Ochoa, 1995)

1) What is a democralic govermment?

1) Wiy is a povernment important?

3)  How should a povernment be selected?

1)  What are the responsibilities of a government?

3) Do governments often live up 1o their responsibilitics” Explain your answer
6) How can the povernment help solve the problems of violence in Colombia®




APPENDIX C:

INDICATORS OF DEMOCRATIC BEHAVIOUR IN CHILDREN

Behaviour

Indicators

1. Egalitarian bclicls

a. Takes Tums

b. Assisis other students in an activity

2. Interpersonal effeclivencss

a.  Expresses opinions or allitudes to peers and adults

b. Choeose among viable opiions

3. Leadership/imvolvement

a. Participales in school organtzations

b. Directs fellow students in an activity

{ chart from Chesterfield. 1994 —will be adapted and cxpanded for this stidv)




APPENDIX D:
FULLY-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS FOR GRADUATES

Introduction
Welcome. vou have been asked complete these guestionnaires so that we can betier understand vour palitical

altitudes and aclivities.

Have vou signed a consent form?  Yes Mo
(IT the answer is no, the interview should be terminaled as consent MUST be oblaincd)

Code identifving participant

Political Activity

Plcase schect the number which indicates how likely vou arc lo participate in the following activitics: | - Definitely
not likely. 2 - Mol very likely, 3 - Somewhat likely, 4 - Likely. 5 - Very Likely

ML NVL | SL | L YL

How likely are vou to voic in the next national clection™
[How likely are vou Lo vote in the next local eleclion?

How likely is it that sou will let your Representative in Parliament know whai

vou {hink about a public issuc”
How likely is il that you will l¢l your local government know how you fecl
about a public issuc?

How likely are vou to run for political office?

How likelv are vou 10 jein a political organization?

How likely :ire you 1o join a prossure of a prolcst group!
How likely are you 1o protest non-vielently during a strike?
How likely i5 il that you will work for a political candidate?
How likely are vou to prolest using violence during a sirike’
Arc vour famity members likelv 1o vote during an clection?
(Seale developed by Carale Hahn (1998) -— adapted by Jenmy: Pilt)

Political Experience

Please select the number which indicales how frequently you are involved in the fellowing aclivities: | - Never, 2 -
Hardlv ever, 1 - Sometimes, 4 -2 10 3 times per week. 5 - Ofien (daily)

M HE |5 FO | O

How frequently do you use felevision 10 learn about public affairs. current

covents and political issucs”?
How frequently do you use newspapers to learn aboul public afTaics. current

events, and political issucs?
How' frequently do you use raddio 1o learn about public afTais. current events.

and political issucs?
How lrequenthy do you discuss currents evenlts and politics in your family?

How oflen do vou discuss politics with vour fricnds?

(Scale developed by Carole Hahn (1998) — adapred by Jeany Piu)



Political Expericnce ‘ B
Please select the number which indicates how frequently vou arc involved in the following activities: | - Never, 2 -

Once or Twice. X - Morc than Twice

M OT | MT

Have vou ever boen a representative for the student council?

Have you ever worn any form of advertiscment (sticker, bution. badge)
alMiliating voursc!l with a candidate for political office?

Have vou cver helped a candidate for political office by doing things lor
him/her such as handing out badge. pamphlets or bullons?

Have you ever belonged to a political club (a group that discusses political
issucs)?

Have you cver collected for a charity?

(Seale developed by Carole Haln ([995) --- adapied by Jenny Piit)

Political Interest

Please select the number which indicates your level of agrecment with cach statcment:
1 - Strongly Disagree. 2 - Disagree, 3 - Neutral. 4 - Agree. 5 - Strongly Agree

sD D N A SA

1 am usually interesied in political matlers.
| enjoy atfending meclings where politics and governmeni arc discussed.

1 understand how pahitical parties in Colombia work,
| would be interesied in finding out more aboul how political partics in

Colombia work.
I would be interested in finding out more about how political parties in other

countnics work,
| think hearing or walching news about politics and politicians is inleresting.

I enjoy political campaigns.

| participaic in political activilics.

I would enjov being involved in making political decisions that affect my
school or community.

1 think I woald enjov participating in political groups.

I think it would be interesting to run for local political oflice.

1 think it would be intcresting (o run for the federal goscrnment.

| would like o be a member of a political party.

| would cnjoy being or a commiilee (group) nominating candidates for political

oflice.
I would like 1o be a member of a political party but | think it is dangerous to

express my political views.
(Scale developed by Carole Hahn (1998) < adapied by Jennv Pittp




Political EMicacy

Please sclect the number which indicates vour level of agreement with each statement:
| - Strongly Disagree, 2 - Disagree. 3 - Uncertain, 4 - Agree. § - Stronply Agree

SD | D U A SA

The way people vole is importani o deciding how things are run in this
country,

People like me and my parcnts can influcnce political decisions at a regional
level.

Pcople like me and my parcnis can influcnce political decisions at a national
level.

My family has a sav about what the local povernment docs.

My family has a sav about what the national povernment docs.

It is dangerous for me to express my political opinions.

(Scale developed by Carole [Hahn (1995) --- adapred by Jenny Piti)

Political Conflidence

Please sclect the number which indicates vour level of agreement with each statement:
1 - Strongly Disagree. 2 - Disagree. 1 - Uncertain, 4 - Agree, 5 - Strongly Agree

S0 D L A SA

I am able 1o influence group decisions.

Although it is not the most popular thing to do. | can ofien gel my way in
Broups.

I am the kind of person who is able 1o influcnce others in decision-making
siluations.

I am the kind of person who can influence how other people decide to vote in
elections.

1 can convince others to support candidates | am supporting for clections.

If 1 joined a political party or organization, [ would be the kind of member who
is able to change people's minds on important issucs.

I can have much influence on how other poople live.

I can usually persuade others 1o agree with my opinions about political matters.

I can be effective in political situations (influcncing decisions made i school
and community)

(Scale developed by Carole Hahn (1998) - adapied by Jenny Pitr)




APPENDIX E:
SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW FOR GRADUATES

Introduction
Welcome, vou have been asked 1o participate in this intervicw so that we can belter undersiand vour political

attiiudes and activitics.

Have vou signed a consenl form?  Yes Mo
(If the answer is no. the inlerview should be ternminated as consenl MUST be obtained)

Code identifving participant

IHuman Rights and Political Order (adapicd from the Center for Civic Education. 1994: Ochoa. 1995)
(N.B. The language usced in this questions will be simplified as the level of cducation of the participants may be

low)

1)  What rights and libertics do person have by virtue of their being human?

2)  What arc human rights and liberiy?

1) Why do countries creale form ol government”

4) How docs one nation influence other nations?

5) How do relationships with other nations influence Colombia's society and politics?

i) What things threaten democracy”?
7) 15 there a relationship between democracy within Colorbia and peace within Colombia? Explain,

Political Community and Government (adapted lrom the Center for Civic Education. 1994: Ochoa. 1995)

1} How do people become unified as “the people® of a poliucal community (Common purposcs)
2) Why are the people the ultimate authority in a democracy?

i) Whal is a povernment?

4) Is a governmenl necessary? Explain.

5) How is a democratic povernment consistent with the principles of human liberiy?

6) What tensions might exist between individual liberty and rule by the people?

73 Is Colombia a democratic socicty? Explain vour answer.

Democracy (adapted from the Center for Civie Education. 1994; Ochoa, 1995)

1}y What 15 a democralic svsiem?
2}  What arc the fundamental purposes of a democracy?
1)  What tensions cxist among values and principles of democracy™e.g. liberty and equality, right 1o privacy and

right 1o know)
4) What forces. evenis and actions have promoicd movements lowards democracy in the world?
5) What are the common problem in the development of democracy?

6) What arc the advantages ol democracy?

7)  What are the disadvantages of democracy”?
%)  What arc the appropriaic relationships between the instilutions of democratic government and military

institutions?

9)  What arc the appropriaic relationships between the institutions of democratic government and dissident
groups? e S
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The Citizen (adapted from the Center for Civic Education, 1994: Ochoa, 1995)

1
2)
1)
4)

5)
)

7)
%)

What is the role of a citizen in a democracy?

Whal is the importance of the citizen’s relationshup 1o the world?

What is the importance of the citizen's rclationship to the political system? (e.g. patriotism. civic activisin)
What is the importance of the citizen’s relationship to Governmental Institutions? (c.g. participating.

monitoring and influcncing the usc of governmental authoniy)
What is the importance of the citizen's relationship 1o other citizens? (e.g. Civility. tolerance. respect for

rights. discussion and deliberation)

How can citizens Lake part in political life?

What civic dispositions of public and private characicr fosier constilutional democracy?

Are there any civic dispositions or traits of public or private characier thal cannol be accommodated by

constitutional democracy?

9) How can education promole the knowledgeable practice of democratic citizenship?



APPENDIX F:
COMSENT FORM
I undersiand that | will not

1} Name of participant:
(initials of participant)

be identificd by mame in the reporting of this study

2} Statement of purpose:

The purposc of this study is 1o delermine the how programs of study effect the democratic participation of students
in terms of actions and attitudes inside and outside the classroom. during school age vears and alter graduation.

1) Expected results of study:

It is hoped thal this study will identily educational programs that support and promote civic learning and
participation in a democracy so that these programs can be expanded and populations can be encouraged and have

the skills to become more active in there own governance.
4) Explanation of proccdures and participant involvement: (one or more of the following will be circled on the
participants form depending on vpe ef invelvement) .

As 3 participant in this study you will

be asked 1o answer some questions regarding vour civic invelhvement in your classroom and yvour

14350
communily in a simple intervicw questionnaire (imibials of participant)

14391. be obsenved in a classroom (initials of panicipant)

14392, be asked (o answer some questions regarding my atliludes and aclions concerning civic

imvolvement in your community in a focused interview

As the parcnt of a participant, who is under 18. your child will :

14402, b asked lo answer some questions regarding his/her civic involvement in his'her classroom and
communily in a simple inlerview queslionnaire (initials of parcnit)

14401, be observed in a classroom (initials of parcent}

5) Expression of invitation to participate:

You have been asked to participate in this program because you are a member of
which has been chosce for this study.

{name of school or community).

) Statement of consent:

I have been informed of the nature of the research as outhined above and | voluntarily agree to beflo et my child
be a subject. 1 understand that 1 may withdraw myselifmy child from the study at any time and 1

may ask any question before or during the study and that | may refuse 1o answer any question without penalty,

{Signaturc of participant) (Signature of parent or guardian of participant)

(Signature of person obtaining consent) (Date)



APPENDIX G
ACEPTACION DE PARTICIPACION

1) Nomhbre del participante:

Enticndo quc no me van a idenlificar por mi nombre cn ¢l estudio de este investigacion (initiales del
participanic).
2) Proposito de la investipacion:

El proposito de csie cstudio, ¢s delcrminar como los programas de estudio cscolar alfectan la participacidn
democrilica de los alumnos cn cuanio sus accionces ¥ achiudes dentro v fucra del colegio duranic los afos de

csiudio v despucs de su graduacion.
1) Resultados experados de la investipacion

Sc espera de esta investigacidn identificar programas de estudio que apoyen v promueven el aprendizaje de la
convivencia v la participacion democratica para que eslos programas pucdan scr expandidos y motivar a la genie
que tengan las habilidades necesarias para ser mds aclivas en su gobicrno democratico.

4} Procedimicnto v del participante: juna or mdds de las achvidades puede sor seialada segin el lipe de
participacidng

Como participanic ¢n esla invesligacion eslard:

14414, respondiendo preguntas acerca del compromiso civico dentro del salon de clase v comunidad a
través de un cucstionario {initiales del participanic)

14415, obscrvado durante clase {initiales del participanic)

14416. respondiendo preguntas respecto a sus actitudes and acciones de participacioncs civicas en su

comunidad a través de una enircvisia

Como padre de un panticipante menor de 18 afios su hijo estard:

14426, respondicndo preguntas acerca del compromiso civico cn su colegio y comunidad a través de un
cuestionario (intiales del padre o del madre)

14427. obsenvado en su clase (initiales del padre 0 madre)

5) Invitacion a participar

Usted a sido cscojido por que ser un micmbro de que a sido seleccionado por esta
invesligacion (nombre de la escucla o la comunidad)

6) Declaracion de participacion:

He sido informado del tipo de imvestigacidn a realizar como lo indica en la parte superior ¥ estov dispucsla ser
participante/ dejar que me hijo sea participante. Enticndo que pucdo
retirarme/ mi hijo de esta investigacion en cualquier momento, ¥ pucdo igualemente realizar preguntas anles y
durante la investigacion, y me puedo ncgar a contestar cualquicr preguntas sin consecuencia alguna.

{Firma del participanic) (Firma del responsable del participanic si licne menos de 18 aflos)

(Firma de la persona consiguiendo ¢l consentimicnio) {Fecha)



APPENDIX H:
ADMINSTRATIVE CONSENT FORM

The purposc of this study is 1o determine the how programs of study alfTect the democratic participation of students
in lerms of actions and atliludes inside and outside the classroom, duning school age years and alter graduation. It
s expected that this study contribute knowledge about educational programs that support and promote civic
lcarming and parlicipation in a democracy so that these programs can be expanded and populations can be
encouraged and have the skills 1o become more active in there own governance. The participanis in vour school
will be providing information o this end. (Your school has been sclecied becausc you are currenddy invelved in the
application of the Escucla Nucva method of education) or (Your school has been selecied for comparnison with an
Escucla Nueva school). The benefits of this study to you and your community will be a polential increase in the
quality of schooling in vour area and further know ledge abowt civic education in your arca. During this intenacw,
the participants may be asked about their political activities and attitudes inside the school and in their community.
Your school will not be identified by name in this study.

You are free 1o refuse 1o participate or withdraw your consent al any Lime.

1. . consenl Lo allow 1o paruicipale in the study,
(schoal)

{Signature of administrator) {Daic)



APPENDIX I:
ETHICAL REVIEW FORMS
Ethical Review: Stalement ol Intent
Ethical Review Prolocol (4 pp.)

Ethical Cenificate (I p.)
Statement from Commillee Members (3 pp.)

Ethical Reviews:
Statement of Intent for Student Theses and Proigets
Title of this Project: Civic Education and Citizenship in Escucla Nucva Schools in Colombia
Student and Faculty Supervisor; Jennifer Pilt and Dr. ).P. Farrell

Department:

An Ethical review must be completed for cach study which involves human subjects. Such a study involves the
gathering of daia through direct or indirect contact with people where the data can have an impact on their
lives. Studics which do not involve the use of data collected from human subjects. or which involve the use of
data collected fromvon subjects where such data are in the public domain. do not require a full ethical review.

Plcase indicate by a checkmark below, the category into which the proposal fits. Students w hose studics require
an cthical review must complete an Ethical Review Protocol and complete the review with the help of their
supcrvisor. Those students whose studics do nol require full cthical review should complete and sign this form
{along with their thesis supervisor). give it 1o the appropaate Depariment Chairperson for signature and then
lake or send it 1o the OISE/UT Graduate Studics Unit.

[ | This study docs not involve data collection fromfon human subjecis.
(No Ethical Review required: Ethical Review Protocol not required)
| ] This study invelves the analysis of data obtained from/on human subjccts where such data arc in the public
domain (that is available from public archives and previously published matenals).
(No Ethical Review required; Ethical Review Protocol not required)

| ] This study involves the analysis of data oblained fromfon human subjects where such data are not in the

public domain.
(Ethical Review required; Ethical Review Protocol must be completed) P
i
['J] This study involves data collection fromfon human subjects .:" =

{Ethical Review required; Ethical Review Protocol must be compleled. ) :

Signature of Studeni

Signature of Faculty Supervisor Signature of Department Chairperson 1o
indicate agreement il no Ethical Review

is required.




Ethical Review Protocol

To be completed by Principal Investigators for all studies which

&

involve the use of human subjects. andfor
imvolve the analysis of dala collected fromvon human subjects where such data are nel in the public domain,

Title of Project/Thesis: Civic Learning and Panticipatory Democracy in Escuela Nueva Schools in Colombia

Student and Faculty Supcrvisor: Jennifer Pitl and Dr. LLP. Farrell
Department in which preject/thesis will e housed: Curriculum Teaching and Learning. Comparative

International and Development Education

Dhjectives of Study: To identify and document how students in Escucla Nueva schools compare with students in
regular rural schools in the understanding and demonstration of civic learning and citizenship inside and outside
the classroom and afler graduation from the program.

1.
(a)

(b)

{c)

(d}

(e}

(0

(b)

Data Collection
What data are being collecied? (achievement scores, attitude scorcs, eiperimental test resulis, efc.)

The data being collecied consist of political attitede scores and obscrvations of democratic behaviour.

How will the data be collected? (Survey, questionnaire, structured interviews, observation,
participant obscrvation)

The data will be collected using questionnaires. semi-siruclured inlerviews and structured classroom
observation. In addition. the imvestigators will keep a ficld diary in which they will record impressions
from inferviews and observalion sessions,

Procedures: Please outline procedures (o be followed in (a) and (b)

A different procedure will be used for each method of data collection. The investigators will conduct shont
inlerviews during which the participanis will compleie the questionnaires on classroom climate. political
and democratic behaviour and politieal attitudes, An investigator will conduct structured obscrvations of
class activitics using a charl oullining indicators of democratic behaviour and the investigator will kecp
notes in the ficld diarv of the interactions producing these behaviours. The investigators will conduct
semi-structured inlenviews using open questions and the investigator will keep noles on impressions from
the inlerview in a ficld diany.

Instrumcnts: Please list all questionnaires, tests, observation schedules, interview schedules ete. to be

uscd. Attach copics where possible,
All questionnaires. semi-structured interviews and observation schedules can be found in Appendices B -

F of thus document.

Indicate what information will be taken from caisting records (e.g. school records, hospital records)
The names of former graduaies of the Escucla Nueva program and regular rural school programs.

Curriculum Materials: Where the study involves ficld testing of curriculum materials, please
describe the materials {i.c. the substantive conlent) which are to be developed and tested.

Mone.

Subijccis
Describe the subject population and pive the sge/grade level and the affiliation as appropriate (e.g.

school, university/college students, school board employees, hospital employees, members of the
public). Indicate the number of subjects to be included in the study.

Four subject populations will be tested in this studv. These four groups consist of %0 school age children
from Escucla Nueva schools, 90 school age children from regular rural school programs, 60 adult
graduales of the Escucla Nucva program and 60 adult graduates of the regular rural school program. In

total, 300 participants will be included in the study.



(b)

(c)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(c)

(f

(a)

(b)

How will the subjects be selected for inclusion in the study?

The subjects will be selected from sites which will consist of 3 communitics in which Escucla Mueva
schools cxist and 3 geographically maiched communitics where Escucla Nucva schools do nol exisl. A
sample will be taken from a the existing database as has been prepared over a flive vear period of
cvaluation by the Foundation Volvamos a la Gente, This sample consists of approximatcly 150 rural
schools which have been evaluated for consistency with the Escucla Nueva methods. Since there is only
onc school per communily, the communitics where these schools exist will be identified and a sample of 3
communitics for usc in this study will be selected by lotiery. All of children attending the schools in the
choscn communitics (approximatcly 30 in cach community) will be interviewed and the graduates to be
interviewed will be sclected randomly from school records or found by word of mouth, depending on the

availability of records.

Data a nd [nt ati

Who will have access to the raw data?
The pri ncip:ll investigators and anyone clse who requests 1o sec it 1o conflirm results. However, the names

of the participants and the names of the villages where the schools are Incalnd will not be available to
anyone accepl the principle investigators.

How will confidentiality and for anonymity of the raw data be maintained? (e.g. will names be
deleted and replaced by codes known only to the investipators; will data be stored in locked files?
Mames will be deleted and replaced by codes and data will be stored in a secure area.

What disposition will be made of the raw data at the end of the study? (¢.g to be stored in data

archives)
Data will be stored in secure Niles.

What feedback will be given to subjects and/or to those individuals who provided informed or
administrative consent?

As stakeholders in the study. the panticipants and the communitics will be informed of resulls via a
community meeling and discussion on democracy in Colombia, The meeting will be open o evervone in
the community. including those who did not panticipate in the study but may have an interest in the lopic.

What steps will be taken to maintain anonymity of subjects and test sites in the writien reports?
Anonvmity will be maintained by identifiving the provinces where the schools are located but not the

villages or the name of the participants.

What steps will be taken to alert participants to possible evaluative interpretation and to give them
an opportunity to withdraw from the study? (By evaluative interpretation is meant, for example, the
indirect evaluation of a teacher's professional performance or of a student's academic performance,
as the result of participating in the study, where such evaluation is not an ebjective of the study).

All data collected from the semi-structured interviews will be submitted 1o member checks. The
participanis be consulied so that they can reflute any interpretation of their responses or withdraw from the

studv,

Informed Conscnt®
Will informed conseal be obiained from all participanis?

Yes Ne

Will administrative consent be obtained?

Yes o No



(c)

(d)

ic)

where

Whalt steps will be faken (o obldin IDAIVIOURE IDIOFTICO COBBCIL B GE AU mas s s =% mm s o
The administration al cach school in the study will be consulied and asked lo sign a consent form,

Will the informed consent be written”  Yes ¥ No

If not, why not?
Whalt information will be given to subjects andfor cthers who are providing informed conscait?

Please attach a copy of each letier to be sent to potenfial participants. This letter should describe the

study in lay terms, outline poiential benefils/visks to participants, indicaie that participants are free
to withdraw at any time, outline what safeguards will be taken to maintain the confidentiality of the
data and 1o protect participants from possible evaluation on the basis of the writicn report.

Adminsirative Consentl

Administrative consent may be deemed sufTicient:
%) for studics which have as their intent and focus the acquisition of statistical information and

the collection of dala presenis

(i) no invasion of personal privacy;
(ii)} no potential social or cmotional risk;

(b} for studics which have as their intent and focus the development and evaluation of curriculum
materials, resources, goidelines , test items and program cvaluation rather than the observation and

evaluation of persons as individuals.

Date

Signature of investigator (s)
or
Student and Faculty Supervisor
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